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Brief Description:  Eliminating provisions for filings at locations other than the public 

disclosure commission.

Sponsors:  Senators Fairley, Oemig, Swecker and McDermott; by request of Public Disclosure 
Commission.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Eliminates the requirement to file certain campaign finance reports with county 
election officials.

Hearing Date:  2/18/10

Staff:  Tracey O'Brien (786-7196).

Background: 

Public disclosure laws were enacted following the approval of Initiative 276 (I-276) in 1972.  
The stated policy of I-276 includes disclosure of campaign and lobbying contributions and 
expenditures.

Campaign Committees and Candidates.
The law requires that political committees file a statement of organization with both the Public 
Disclosure Commission (Commission) and the county auditor of the county in which the 
political committee's treasurer lives.  This statement must be done within two weeks after its 
organization or within two weeks after the date when it first expects to receive contributions or 
make expenditures.  The information required includes the names and addresses of the 
committee, any affiliated committees, its officers or responsible leaders, and its treasurer and 
depository.  The statement of organization must also include information regarding the candidate 
the committee is supporting or opposing, or the ballot proposition the committee is supporting or 
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opposing.  A candidate, within two weeks after becoming a candidate, must also designate and 
file with the Commission and the county auditor the names and addresses of the campaign 
treasurer and the depository.  Once the statement of organization is filed with the Commission 
and the county auditor, a committee must report all contributions received and expenditures 
made at the following times:

�

�
�

on the 10th day of each month, provided that total contributions or expenditures exceed 
$200 since the last report;
on the 21st day and the seventh day immediately preceding the date of the election; and
on the 10th day of the first month after the election.

Reports filed on the 10th day of the month must include contributions received and expenditures 
made from the closing date of the last report filed.  Reports filed on the 21st day before the 
election must be current within five business days before the date of the report.  The report filed 
seven days before the election must be current within one day before the date of the report.

A continuing political committee is required to report to the Commission and the county auditor 
(of the county in which the committee maintains its office or headquarters, or the county in 
which the committee treasurer resides) on the 10th day of every month detailing contributions 
and expenditures.  If the continuing political committee files electronically with the Commission, 
then it need not report to the county auditor.

Independent Expenditures.
An "independent expenditure" is any expenditure that is made in support of or in opposition to 
any candidate or ballot proposition and is not otherwise required to be reported to the 
Commission and the county auditor.  Persons making independent expenditures must file an 
initial report to the Commission and the county auditor of all independent expenditures made 
during the campaign within five days of making an independent expenditure of at least $100.  In 
addition, further reports are required to be filed with the Commission and the county auditor at 
the following times:

�
�
�

on the 21st day and the seventh day preceding the date on which the election is held; 
on the 10th day of the first month after the election; and
on the 10th day of each month in which no other reports are required to be filed and the 
person has made an independent expenditure since the last previous report was filed.

A person or entity (other than a party organization) making an independent expenditure by 
mailing 1,000 or more identical (or nearly identical) cumulative pieces of political advertising in 
a single calendar year must file a statement with the county auditor within two working days 
after the mailing date.  The statement must disclose the number of pieces in the mailing and 
include an example of the mailed political advertising.  The county auditor receiving the filing 
shall be the county of residence for mailings the candidate supported or opposed by the 
campaign expenditure.  For mailings made in support of or in opposition to a ballot proposition, 
the statement must be filed with the county auditor of the county of residence for the person 
making the expenditure.

Summary of Bill: 
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The requirement for candidates, political committees, and persons making independent campaign 
expenditures to file campaign finance reports with a county auditor is eliminated.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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